
I REFER to the letter, “Get tough with
errant pet owners” (my paper, April 19).

Under the Environmental Public
Health (Food Hygiene) regulations, it is
an offence to take pets or animals into a
food outlet and its outdoor refreshment
areas.

Operators should remind their pa-
trons that pets are not allowed on their
premises.

Any person who infringes this regula-
tion will be liable to be fined up to
$2,000.

NEA officers conduct regular checks
at food outlets and we have, since last
January, taken enforcement action
against nine patrons and four operators
for infringing the regulations.

The exemptions are guide dogs used
by the visually handicapped. The guide

dog must be on a leash and kept at the
owner’s side at all times.

There are also certain food outlets li-
censed by the National Environment
Agency (NEA) as “pet cafes”.

A “pet cafe” must put in place addi-
tional measures to ensure that hygiene
standards are not compromised, such as
having separate storage and prepara-
tion areas for food meant for pets, and
providing separate utensils and crock-
ery for pet owners.

Members of the public who come
across people taking their pets into food
outlets may call our 24-hour call centre
on 1800-CALL NEA (1800-225-5632)
with details for our follow-up action.

MR S. SATISH APPOO
DIRECTOR, ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
DEPARTMENT
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

RECENTLY, some ministers
in Singapore reminded Singa-
poreans, through comments
made at several events, that re-
ligious beliefs must remain pri-
vate and should not be im-
posed on others.

For instance, Deputy Prime
Minister and Defence Minister
Teo Chee Hean emphasised
the importance of being part
of a common space shared by
all citizens.

While each community
here must be allowed its own
space to practise its culture,
traditions and beliefs, he
spoke of a wider common
space where Singaporeans can
come together, regardless of
race or beliefs.

Religions guide believers
on how to be righteous, how to
love one’s family, and on help-
ing the poor and unfortunate.

Most importantly, religions

also motivate their believers to
contribute to society and to
the nation. Hence, religions
are equal and good.

The unpleasant saga last
year, involving a tussle within
the Association of Women for
Action & Research, reminded
us that religions should be re-
stricted to places of worship,
and not be extended into civil
activities in society.

Otherwise, the freedom and
diversity of religious beliefs
which prevail in Singapore
may be compromised.

Let us bear in mind the
insightful remarks of Mr
K. Shanmugam, the Second
Minister for Home Affairs,
who said that interaction in so-
ciety should be based on secu-
lar values and arguments, as it
would be difficult for people to
accept arguments based on an-
other person’s religious beliefs.
MR TEO KUEH LIANG

T ODAY is Earth Day. How
many companies in Singa-
pore are serious about en-

vironmental protection?
Since the green movement

started here, the only company
that has walked the talk is
Ikea.

If supermarket chains like
NTUC FairPrice, Giant and
Shop N Save do their part,
much is achievable in the reduc-
tion in volume and reuse of plas-
tic bags.

The carriers are unfriendly to
the environment because they
are not recyclable and, worse,
are not biodegradable.

Whether they are incinerated
or dumped in landfill sites, they
are still a pollutant. They are al-
so known to be a hazard to ma-
rine life, which may swallow
them mistakenly or get entan-
gled in them.

When shoppers use plastic
bags given to them out of con-
venience, they are also guilty of
hurting the environment.

Though they may say that
the carriers can be reused to bag
other stuff, the point is that Re-
duce is the most important “R”
in the 3Rs of waste disposal (Re-
duce, Reuse, Recycle).

Waste can be reduced if shop-
pers take along their own carri-
ers when shopping.

The supermarkets should al-
so exercise social responsibility,
not just pay lip service to envi-
ronmental protection.

They should start charging
shoppers for every bag issued.
The collected sum, which would
be substantial initially, could be
donated to a green cause.

Once the practice becomes a
habit, the supermarkets will be
able to reap the rewards, in
terms of savings in the purchase
of plastic bags.

In the past, housewives take
along baskets or bags when they
go marketing. Nowadays, folk
go marketing “empty-handed”,
returning home with their
hands “full”, laden with bags.

Some even ask for extra bags.
Supermarket staff also segre-
gate items into different bags, is-
suing more than necessary.

While I agree that perishable
items should be bagged sepa-
rately, items in containers can
be bagged together (for exam-
ple, canned food for humans
and pets).

Singaporeans are practical.
Charge them for shopping bags
and they will remember to take
along their own bags subse-
quently.

MS TONG JEE CHENG

AT RAFFLES Quay, in front of the fly-
over that leads towards Chinatown,
there is a drop-off point for taxis.

Every morning, more than six taxis
can be seen there waiting for passen-
gers, although the sign states clearly
that only one taxi is allowed there at any
time.

The line of taxis blocks other vehicles
from turning right to the flyover.

Sometimes, more than six taxis can
be seen waiting at the drop-off point.

Perhaps one way to solve this prob-
lem is to remove the drop-off point.

I hope the authorities can do some-
thing about this.

MR GOH SOON CHANG

Only guide dogs are
allowed in food outlets

Base civil
activities
on secular
values

Supermarts must charge
shoppers for every bag

Taxi queue obstructs way to flyover

WRITE TO US AT MY PAPER.
E-mail your opinions to
myp@sph.com.sg
Please include your full name,
address and a telephone contact
number. We reserve the right to
edit letters for clarity and length.

HELPDESK
Walked the talk: ���� 
yán xíng yī zhì

Recyclable: ���	
 
kě zài xún huán de

Pay lip service: ��
�� 
kǒu tóu shàng zhī chí

Perishable items: ���� 
yì fǔ shí pǐn
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